
Sheldon James’ speech at RPIC Rally on April 27th 

Hello, my name is Sheldon James.  I’m not an activist or a radical.  I have never spoken in public before.  My family and I farm northwest of  here in Deer Ridge and we also rent land from the Sturgeon Lake reserve.  We grow crops that are produced for food and they are exported to countries around the world.  We have been told for years that our wheat is some of the best wheat in the world for making bread.  Lots of barley  produced in this area is chosen for malt and used by breweries all across North America.  Our canola, which is by far our #1 cash crop, has been growing in leaps and bounds in the last few years due to its high health qualities.  It has huge potential for further growth and adding tremendous wealth to Saskatchewan.  We are already seeing this growth in our Crush Industry with new facilities being built in Yorkton and Clav et and expansion in Nipawin and Lloydminster to name a few.  Canola oil is also becoming the oil of choice for use in many  restaurants around the world for its same health benefits.  A large quantity of our canola is exported to Japan, and Japan is a very  health conscious society.

When nuclear became a hot topic in this area, I wasn’t sure about where I stood on this issue.  Some told me it was good, some told me it was bad, and that was about all I knew about nuclear.  It wasn’t until a read an article, which quoted Enterprise Minister Lyle Steward responding to why public meetings on nuclear development were being held in the middle of spring seeding.  He replied he assumed it didn’t matter, as most farmers would be on board with nuclear development in the province.  I got to thinking, What was in it for the agriculture industry?

I started coming up with more questions than answers.  Are nuclear power and the agfood industry compatible?  Is their waste released into the environment, such as tritium and other contaminants?  Will it be traced in our plants, food or soil?  Or more importantly, will  our customers that buy our food have these same questions and could they question the quality of our food?  Will we open the door for political rhetoric?  Beef producers will remember RCALF and mad cow disease and how it devastated our beef industry.  They convinced the world that our beef supply wasn’t safe even though they had BSE themselves.  Our Beef Industry continues to die a slow death even today.  Could this same type of rhetoric be used against our Canola Industry by a Soya or other oil lobby claiming our canola is being grown in an unhealthy environment.  It seems that every few months, or sometimes every few days, new science and medical findings come to light linking something in our lifestyles to cancers and other illnesses.  Sometimes these findings come out years later, telling us something that we thought was safe for us is now not the case.  We can always find information supporting or contradicting these findings, but we owe it to ourselves to become educated, finding unbiased information.  I think the one thing everyone can agree on is if a nuclear power plant is built, we will become a nuclear environment.  I have a question that I need answered.  Will growing food in a nuclear environment be sustainable?

At times like this, with such important issues at hand, I would like to call on our leaders, such as Randy Hoback, Rob Clarke, Nadine Wilson and all others involved, to become visible and ask these questions on our behalf and any other questions and not assume anyone is on board until they have brought up the answers in a transparent manner, so that people can make an informed decision.

I would also like to encourage anyone who has questions about nuclear to be heard.  And asking questions about nuclear doesn’t label you a tree hugger.  Thank you.

PLEASE FORWARD!  THESE ARE QUESTIONS THAT MUST BE ANSWERED FOR OUR FARMERS!

