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Richard Swanby’s April 27th Speech to City Council
Members of Council and Mayor Scarrow. My name is Richard Swanby.  I moved here with my wife eight years ago from Tri-Cities, Washington.  Home of the Hanford Nuclear Reservation, now renamed Hanford Industrial Park.  I have made the effort to include a number of newspaper articles about Hanford in the handouts I have provided for you.  I encourage you to read these articles.  This is what our papers could be reporting if nuclear power comes to Saskatchewan.  My nephew Cadron was diagnosed with infant leukemia at seven months old.  His mother grew up and lived within 10 miles of Hanford.  I knew many children who contracted childhood leukemia as well as other rare, strange diseases.  Tri-Cities now has a cancer clinic, which they opened after we left.  Here…here…to the nuclear industry creating jobs.

As a barber/stylist, I have had the opportunity to question both sides of the story.  The Washington State Department of Ecology had a manager named Steve.  Hanford had a project manager named Bill.  They were both customers of mine.  You’d be amazed at what people tell their stylist.  Bill made around $500,000 a year as project manager.  Although he shared a few close calls, he assured me all was well at Hanford.  Steve, with ecology, made considerably less income than Bill.  He asked if I still fished for steelhead and salmon in the Columbia River.  He advised I always wear my chest waiters, as I was releasing radiation anytime I moved rocks on the river bed.  The pollutants have managed to settle in the river bed.  Steve also informed me of after being in Tri-Cities for two years he would have to move.  He couldn’t do the job he wanted to fighting federal bureaucracy and big government, in addition, to big money.  Fines meant nothing to Hanford.  Steve moved to Seattle to pick on the corporations over there that were messing with ecology.

Although there are no CO2 emissions released by the nuclear plant, there are far more dangerous items released from them that harm people and the planet and atmosphere.  And some of it lasts up to 10,000 years after being treated.  

Since moving here, I find it sad that Saskatchewan has the reputation of being at least 20 years behind the rest of the world.  I wonder if this is some leader’s way for keeping that true and keeping us there?  When countries like Germany and provinces like Manitoba ban any future nuclear exploration in their areas, why are we, in this time of heightened global terrorism, considering placing a big, fat terrorist target in the bread basket of the world.  Hopefully not because we are a land of just more than 1,000,000 people easy to sacrifice and hopefully not because Saskatchewan is pathetically desperate for jobs and money.  Or do we just need something else to worry about.

I encourage all leaders of Saskatchewan to consider alternative energy to lead us into the future.  Not dwell in a dying fossil fuel burning energy that 300,000 taxpayers of Saskatchewan can’t afford.  Hanford is a 540 square mile reservation.  They have the Columbia River.  Water to cool many reactors.  They have the technology and history for nuclear.  Instead of a new reactor, this nuclear community now enjoys wind and solar power operations in their area.  Now why would they go and do that?

I love Saskatchewan.  The people here are second to none.  However, if I fail in my efforts, and nuclear prevails, I will leave this beautiful land and its’ beautiful people to wallow in the aftermath of a poor decision made again.  Let’s not forget Le Ecole Falls dam project.  Thank you for your time and consideration of an enlightening opportunity.

